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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


June  1985  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  August 
1,  1985,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2117  Anthony  J.  Raymond,  Jr.  973  Circle  Drive,  Baltimore,  Md.  21227 

2118- MT  Wolfgang  Karl-Heinz  Fuchs,  25-68  37th  St.,  Astoria,  N.Y.  11103 

(Germany,  German  States,  Canadian  & European) 

2119- MT  Dr.  Pryse  H.  Duerfeldt,  467  Lakewood  Lane,  Marquette,  Mich.  49855 

(Japanese  coins,  notes,  art,  etc.) 

2120- MT  Nguyen  Van  Phung,  4108-B  Cross  Creek  Court,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27607 

(Vietname  & French  Indo  China  Coins  and  Paper) 


REINSTATEMENT  : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

102-MT  Don  W.  Rubarts,  2710  Wembley,  Garland,  TX  75040 
(World  Types) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report : 

Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

KRANEVELD,  Peter  18  coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 

★ ★★★★ 

LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

William  E.  Benson 

JENKINS0N,  CHARLES.  A treatise  on  the  coins  of  the  realm  in  a letter 
to  the  King.  A 1968  reprint  of  1805  work.  295pp,  not  ill  us. 

John  L.  Pieratt 

SILVESTRE,  J.  Notes  pour  servir  a la  recherche  et  ecu  classement  des 
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monnaies  et  medailles  de  I’Annam  et  de  la  Cochinohine  Franaaise. 

Pub.  1883,  125pp,  illus. 

ROLLAND,  H.  Etude  numismatique  sur  le  Protectorat  du  Cambodge.  Pub. 
1932,  lOpp,  illus.  (In  French  and  English). 

John  L.  Pieratt  & Anton  Fox 

SCHROEDER,  ALBERT.  Annam  etudes  numismatiques . Pub.  1905,  651  pp, 
illus. 

By  the  authors 

PIERATT,  JOHN  L.  George  William  De  Saulles3  Britannia.  Britain’s 
"Empire"  silver  coins.  Pub.  1985,  75pp,  illus. 

PIERATT,  JOHN  L.  Indo-China  monnaies  de  I’Indo-Chine  Franaaise. 

Pub.  1985,  22pp,  illus.  (In  English). 

KAIM,  RE INHOLD.  Russland-Serie-Spezial.  Die  probemunzen  der  UdSSB 

1921-1983.  Vol.  IA.  Pub.  1984,  104pp,  illus. 

SCHON,  GERHARD.  Deutscher  munzkatalog  18.  Jahrhundert.  Pub.  1984, 
848pp,  illus. 

SEABY,  PETER/PURVEY,  P.  FRANK.  Standard  catalogue  of  British  coins. 
Vol.  I.  Coins  of  England  and  the  United  Kingdom.  20th  Ed. , Pub. 
Ib84 , 320pp , illus.  ' 

Nathaniel  Greenwald 

HEAD,  BARCLAY  V.  Historia  Numorum.  A Manual  of  Greek  Numismatics. 

1967  reprint  of  1911  work.  966pp,  illus.  One  volume  containing 
in  condensed  form  a complete  and  detailed  sketch  of  the  numismatic 
history  of  nearly  every  city,  king,  or  dynasty  known  to  have  struck 
coins  in  the  ancient  Greek  world. 

GRANT,  MICHAEL.  Nero  Emperor  in  Revolt.  Pub.  1970,  272pp,  illus. 
Though  not  strictly  numismatic  the  author  has  utilized  the  coinage 
of  Nero  to  advantage  in  writing  on  his  life. 

0B0JSKI , ROBERT.  Ships  & explorers  on  coins.  Pub.  1970,  48pp , illus. 

CLAIN-STEFANELLI , VLADIMIR.  History  of  the  national  numismatic  col- 
lections. Smithsonian.  Pub.  1968,  108pp,  illus. 

SCHON,  GUNTER.  Animals  birds  & fishes  on  coins.  Pub.  1971,  48pp, 
illus. 

TROXELL,  HYLA  A.  The  Norman  Davis  collection.  Greek  coins  in  North 
American  collections.  Pub.  1969,  53pp,  w/plates. 

STEVENSON,  SETH  WILLIAM.  Dictionary  of  Roman  Coins.  Republican  and 
Imperial.  1964  reprint  of  1889  work.  929pp,  illus. 

KAGAN,  A.  H.  Israel’s  moneys  and  medals.  Pub.  1976,  400+pp,  illus. 
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EARL,  DONALD.  The  age  of  Augustus.  Pub.  1968,  208pp , ill  us . Though 
not  numismatic  it  uses  coins  to  illustrate  text.  Excellent  reading 
for  Roman  coin  collectors. 

DOLLEY,  MICHAEL.  Anglo-Saxon  pennies.  Pub.  1964,  32pp,  w/plates. 
SMITH,  R.  B.  The  Anglo-Hannoverian  coinage.  Pub.  1970,  98pp,  ill  us . 

LAWRENCE,  RICHARD  HOE.  The  Paduans.  Medals  by  Giovanni  Cavino. 

Pub.  1964,  31 pp , i 1 1 us . 

(Librarian's  Note:  Lt.  Col.  Nathaniel  Greenwald's  donations  to  the 

Library  is  quite  extensive.  Acknowledgement  of  material  new  to  our 
collection  will  be  continued  in  subsequent  issues  of  the  BULLETIN.) 

II.  In  addition  to  those  listed  above,  we  would  also  like  to  thank 
Mike  Fuljenz  and  Krause  Publications  for  their  gifts  of  numismatic 
material . 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Librarian 

***** 


EDITOR  COMMENTS 


It  has  been  exactly  four  years  (June,  1981)  since  your  editorial  staff 
has  put  out  a plea  for  articles. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  articles  in  the  stage  of  preparation  for 
printing,  our  supply  has  been  severely  depleted  as  of  this  issue.  The 
fact  that  we  have  not  published  a request  for  articles  in  four  years 
says  a lot  for  the  writers  who  have  consistently  contributed  material 
to  us  for  many  years.  We  would  like  to  invite  everyone  with  a yen  for 
writing  to  submit  material  to  be  considered  for  publication  in  the 
NI  BULLETIN.  Material  is  needed  for  all  subject  areas  of  numismatics, 
including  paper  money,  medals,  tokens,  etc. 

We  prefer  that  articles  submitted  be  typed  double  spaced  and  that  all 
places  for  illustrations  appropriately  marked.  Illustrations  should 
be  actual  size,  if  possible.  If  not,  please  indicate  relation  to 
actual  size.  If  you  need  assistance  in  obtaining  illustrations,  write 
first  and  we  will  be  glad  to  help  in  any  manner  we  can.  We  do  maintain 
a small  photo  file  and,  of  course,  our  photographer,  Dick  Hanscom,  is 
always  glad  to  take  the  necessary  photos  of  your  numismatic  items. 
Anything  sent  to  Dick  Hanscom  to  be  photographed  should  be  sent  insured 
or  registered  and  it  will  be  returned  to  you  in  the  same  manner. 

Articles  can  be  sent  direct  to  Article  Editor  Fred  Drost  or  myself. 

Our  addresses  are  on  the  inside  cover  of  each  issue. 

The  membership  has  always  responded  in  the  past  when  we  need  material 
and  we  would  like  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  your  support  of  our 
publication. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 


165 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


New  membership  information  on  Asociacion  Numismatioa  Espanola 


The  address  for  the  A.N.E.  published  in  the  April  issue  (p.  102)  was 
incorrect.  The  address  should  be:  Asociacion  Numismatica  Espahola, 

Gran  Via  de  les  Corts  Catalanes,  627,  08010  Barcelona,  Spain. 

Also,  have  just  been  advised  of  a change  in  the  membership  fee.  Now 
the  membership  fee  for  the  first  year  is  9,500  Pesetas  (approx.  $75  US) 
and  5,500  Peseta  a year  after  (approx.  $45  US).  The  fee  includes  air- 
mail service  for  all  publications. 


Terris  C.  Howard 
Seattle,  Washington 

"Bogus"  Malaya  J.I.M.  Banknotes  Warning 

We  write  to  inform  you  that  a syndicate  in  Malaysia  have  reprinted  three 
of  the  Malaya  Japanese  invasion  banknotes  of  $1  with  2 banana  trees  and 
"MA"  serial  nos.,  $100  notes  with  the  original  $100  J.I.M.  notes  over- 
printed "MALAYAN  VJ  WAR  SOUVENIR"  in  deep  magenta  and  "GRIM  MEMORIES  OF 
1941-1945"  in  black;  and  the  $10  note  also  with  2 banana  trees  and  "MA" 
serial  nos.  We  found  the  above  fake  banknotes  have  recently  been  offer- 
ed to  some  overseas  dealers  and  collectors  as  collectors'  items. 


Please  publicise  and  warn  members  of  the  trade  and  collectors  of  the 
world  about  these  "BOGUS"  banknotes,  so  as  to  avoid  them  to  be  cheated 
and  refrain  from  accepting  these  "BOGUS"  banknotes. 

Steven  Tan 

Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia 


************ *********************************************************** 


INFORMATION,  Please 


What  in  the  world  do  we  have 
Here?  One  one  side  is  displayed 
a stylised  picture  of  a man  wearing 
a turban.  The  reverse  shows  a 
mosque  with  several  turrets.  They 
are  on  a brass  planchet,  20  mm. 
diameter  with  8 sides. 


The  next  "whatzit"  is  magnetic, 
nickel  composition.  Sports  topic, 
perhaps  Japanese  - since  it  is 
well  known  they  have  adopted  the 
USA's  love  of  the  Sport.  Looks 
like  the  initials  GY  or  YG  in 
the  center  of  the  "baseball"  on 
reverse.  Surrounded  by  the  olive 
branch  perhaps.  Anyone  know  about 


it 
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THE  AXUMITE  KINGDOM 


by  Alex  G.  Malloy 

(Reprinted  by  permission  from  his  MEDIEVAL  COINS  LIST  XIV,  1976) 

The  Axumite  coinage  is  among  the  most  incredible  and  unusual  known. 

•This  small  Ethiopian  kingdom  transcended  two  ages  (the  ancient  and 
medieval  periods)  and  produced  a system  of  coinage  in  gold,  silver 
and  bronze  that  lasted  for  seven  hundred  years,  from  235  AD  up  to 
the  tenth  century.  Many  of  the  silver  and  bronze  coins  contain  a 
gold  inlay  in  the  corona  around  the  ruler,  or  a gold  inlay  within  the 
center  of  the  cross.  The  history  of  these  twenty-nine  kings  known 
through  their  coins  is  very  obscure  and  fragmentary  indeed. 


EZANASj  Pagan  Period3 
320-325  AD.  AR  Denar. 
ObV:  HI  A NAC, 

Bust  draped  right. 
Rev. : BACIAEYC, 

Small  bust  right , 
in  circle.  Vac  19. 


EZANA  <S  Successors  3 
Christian  Period 3 
330-358  AD.  AE  12.5  mm. 
Obv:  BACIAeYCj  bust  of 
King3  rt . Rev : 
TOYTOAPECHTXO;  PA 
Cross  in  circle.  Vac  28. 
1st  Christian  cross  as 
central  motif  on  a coin. 


The  early  inhabitants  migrated  from  central  Africa  and  settled  through- 
out Ethiopia.  This  pagan  kingdom  traded  with  the  Roman  Egyptians  as 
well  as  the  Arabians  from  across  the  Red  Sea.  During  the  first  half 
of  the  third  century  Ezana,  a pagan  king,  was  converted  to  Christian- 
ity. Ironically,  this  was  during  the  same  time  Constantine  the  Great, 
and  certainly  Helena  his  mother,  were  being  converted  as  well.  Ezana 
established  one  of  the  first  Christian  kingdoms  known.  He  then  struck 
coins  that  depict  the  first  Christian  cross  as  a central  motif,  and 
very  probably  the  first  Christian  cross  on  a coin.  Justinian  I nego- 
tiated with  Kaleb  and  the  Himyarites  in  530  AD,  to  bring  products  of 
the  Far  East  unimpared,  through  the  Red  Sea. 


JOHEL3  7th  Cent.  AD. 
AE  14  mm.  Obv.  W 
Crowned  Bust  Rt. , 
small  cross  before 
Rev.  : 

Large  Cross. 

Vac  60. 


ARMAH3  8th  Century  AD.  AE  18.  Obv: 
h)AdWrfr( Negus  Armah)  3 enthroned  king3 
crowned3  rt. , holding  crucifix.  Rev: 

Outlined  cross  within  wreath 
of  com  ears3  gold  inlay  in  Center  .VAC  68. 


During  the  Christian  period,  Greek  legends  were  used  up  until  the 
coinage  of  Johel , when  they  were  supplanted  with  Ethiopic.  The  legends 
translated  reveal  early  Christian  thought:  Joy  to  the  People,  Grace 
and  Peace,  Grace  to  the  People,  Christ  with  us,  and  This  pleases  the 
country,  are  some  of  these  legends.  The  coins  are  seldom  offered  but 
when  they  are  they  offer  the  collector  an  opportunity  to  hold  history 
in  ones  hands. 
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A DEVOTIONAL  MEDAL  COMMEMORATING 
A MULTIPLE  CANONIZATION  IN  1671 

Raymond  J.  Hebert,  Rockville , Maryland,  USA 


The  medal  that  is  the  subject  of  this  paper  is  a bronze  oval  (47  x 32mm) 
piece  with  a transverse  loup,  and  depicts  on  the  obverse  three  ficiures 
and  a marginal  legend  ANNA. MARIA. IOACHIM,  i.e.,  "Anna,  Mary,  Joachim," 
with  INTERCEDIT,  i.e.,  "Intercede!"  in  the  exergue,  while  the  reverse 
depicts  five  haloed  figures  each  wearing  the  robes  of  a religious  order, 
above  them  a dove,  and  the  marqinal  legend  S.LVD  / S.ROS.S.FRAN.S.PH./ 

S . GAI E ( ? ) . 


Figure  1.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  the  medal 


According  to  tradition,  Joachim  was  the  father  of  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Jesus,  and  Anna  was  her  mother.  Both  appear  in  Renaissance  art. 

Joachim1  s attri butes  are  the  lamb,  lilies,  and  doves  in  a basket,  in 
reference  to  his  pious  offerings  at  the  temple,  while  Anna's  are  a 
green  mantle  and  red  dress,  symbols  of  immortality  and  devine  love. 

She  may  also  appear  holding  a book.  Anna  wears  a circular  halo  and 
looks  down  at  her  daughter,  while  young  Mary  wears  a nimbus  and  looks 
up  at  her  mother.  Joachim  wears  a turban.  In  the  background  to  the 
left  and  right  of  Anna  and  Joachim  can  be  seen  a small  tree.  Above 
Mary's  head  is  the  open  winged  dove  with  nimbus  representing  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  is  a relatively  cut-and-dried  scene  with  not  too  much 
of  interest  to  us.  It  is  the  reverse  that  presents  some  problems.  Who 
are  these  five  figures  and  why  should  they  be  grouped  together. 

S.LUD.  represents  Saint  Louis  Bertran,  Confessor  of  the  Ordinis  Prae- 
dicatorum  (Dominicans).  He  was  born  in  1526,  a native  of  Valencia,  in 
Spain,  and  died  in  1581.  In  1562,  he  was  sent  to  evangelize  South 
America,  and  for  seven  years  worked  in  what  are  now  Colombia,  Panama, 
and  some  of  the  West  Indian  islands.  He  was  canonized  in  1671. 
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S.ROS.  represents  Saint  Rose  of  Lin, a.  Virgin,  Tertiary  of  the  Ordinis 
Praedicatorum  (Dominicans)  whose  date  in  the  Roman  Martyrology  is 
August  30.  Born  of  Spanish  parents  at  Lima  in  Peru  in  1586,  she  died 
in  1617,  and  was  canonized  in  1671. 

S.FRAN.  represents  Saint  Francis  Borgia,  Confessor  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus  (Jesuits)  whose  date  in  the  Roman  Martyrology  is  October  10.  He 
was  born  in  1510  at  Gandia,  near  Valencia,  in  Spain,  of  the  noble  family 
of  de  Borja.  He  died  in  1572,  and  was  canonized  in  1671. 

S.PH.  represents  Saint  Philip  Benizi,  Confessor  of  the  Order  of  Servants 
of  Mary  v'hose  date  in  the  Roman  Martyrclogy  is  August  23.  He  was  born 
in  1233  at  Florence,  and  died  in  1285.  He  was  canonized  in  1671. 

S.GAIE.  represents  Saint  Cajetan  (Gaetano),  co-founder  of  the  Congre- 
cation  of  clerks  regularly  called  Theatines,  from  Theate  (Chieti),  in 
the  Abruzzi , with  Peter  Caraffa  (later  Pope  Paul  IV).  He  was  born  in 
Lombardy  in  1480,  and  died  at  Naples  in  1547.  His  feast  day  in  the 
Roman  Martyrology  is  August  7.  He  was  canonized  in  1671. 

Clearly  what  these  five  individuals  have  in  common  is  that  they  were 
all  canonized  in  the  same  year,  1671.  We  may  conclude  therefore,  that 
this  medal  and  others  like  it  which  group  these  five  saints  were  issued 
in  or  after  1671  to  commemorate  the  event  of  the  multiple  canonization. 
Kuncze^  did  not  list  this  particular  piece  although  he  noted  several 
others  with  this  same  group.  However,  he  did  not  identify  Saint  Cajetan 
specifically,  and  suggested  as  an  alternate  one  of  the  Catherines. 


1.  p.  264,  Leo  Ferd.  Kuncze,  Ben.  Ord.  Pr.,  Systematik  dev  Weihmunzen. 

Raab  1885.  36.  XIV.  5:  Ludovicus,  Rosa,  Cajct.  Oder  (Cath?)  Franc. 

Borg.  Phil.  B.  Drei  stehen  links,  zwei  knieen  rechts.  Oben  eine  Taube. 
Reverse  verschieden.  1.  Jesus,  Maria,  Josef.  — 2.  Mater  Jesus  Christi 
o.p.n.  — 3.  Petrus  und  Paul  Us  1674.  neben  einem  rOmischen  Thor. — 4. 
Loretto  (Appel  I.  297).  — 6.  Verbum  Caro  factum  est,  Loretto  haus  (?) 
Hinke's  Sammlung,  sehr  alte  Silbermed.  — 7 Vgl . Appel  IV.  2880. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
PERU,  ADMIRAL  GRAU  TYPES  OF  1984 


John  DeMavais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska _,  NI  # 1539 

I have  come  into  possession  of  three  new  denominations  of  a new  type 
from  Peru.  These  celebrate  the  sesquicentennial  of  Grand  Admiral 
Miguel  Grau  (1834-1879),  a Peruvian  naval  hero.  His  head  appears  on 
the  obverse  in  an  three-quarters  facing  version.  The  reverse  bears 
the  value  and  date  with  the  central  bank  name  around. 

The  coins  are  in  denominations  of  10,  100  and  500  soles  reflecting  con- 
tinuing inflation  in  Peru.  All  are  struck  in  brass  and  have  plain 
edges.  Their  respective  diameters  are  15,  19  and  25  millimeters. 

This  may  mean  there  are  also  17mm  50-sol  and  21mm  200-sol  coins  in  this 
series.  There  may  also  be  "regular"  types  in  these  modules.  A new 
monetary  unit,  equal  to  1000  soles,  called  an  "inti"  is  scheduled  for 
introduction  in  1986  or  1987.  One  thousand  soles  is  currently  equal 
to  17  cents  U.S. 
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VALENTI N IAN  I --  HIS  MOTTO  COULD  HAVE  BEEN 
"GLORIA  ROMANORUM" 

by  Lee  Grossman,  NLG,  TN A,  NI  # 17  07 

Like  thousands  of  youths  before  him,  Flavius  Valentinianus  entered  the 
army.  He  had  been  born  of  poor  parents  in  321  AD,  in  Cibalae,  Pannonia 
(now  Yugoslavia).  But,  unlike  the  others,  Valentinian  was  proficient 
in  his  military  career  and  rose  swiftly  through  the  ranks.  Jealousy 
of  close  advisors  to  Emperors  Constantine  II  and  Julian  caused  him  to 
be  held  in  disfavor  by  both  rulers,  and  even  resulted  in  his  banishment 
by  Julian.  But,  as  the  saying  goes:  "You  just  can't  keep  a qood  man 
down",  and  he  was  returned  to  his  previous  standing  by  Emperor  Jovian. 

He  ultimately  rose  to  very  high  rank  under  Jovian.  And  so,  it  came  as 
no  surprise  when  Valentinian  was  elected  by  the  Roman  army  to  succeed 
Jovian,  who  died  in  364.  He  was  proclaimed  Emperor,  at  Nicaea,  and 
about  a month  later,  he  chose  his  younger  brother,  Valens,  to  be  his 
co-emperor.  Valens  became  Roman  Emperor  of  the  East,  while  Valentinian 
reserved  for  himself  Illyricum,  Italy,  Gaul,  Britain,  Spain  and  Africa. 

Defending  the  Rhine  frontier  demanded  a great  deal  of  his  time  and  energy. 
Under  his  administration,  the  Romans  won  wars  in  Africa  and  Britain,  and 
against  the  Germanic  tribes  - the  Alamanni  and  the  Saxons.  In  367, 

Britain  was  overrun  by  Scots,  Piets,  Saxons  and  Franks,  and  the  situation 
was  so  critical  that  it  took  Count  Theodosius,  a skilled  and  experienced 
general,  nearly  two  years  to  restore  law  and  order  in  the  province. 

Because  of  his  humble  childhood,  Valentinian  was  a champion  of  the  poor 
and  the  ignorant.  He  furthered  education  throughout  his  empire  and 
provided  medical  care  for  the  poor  of  Rome.  Although  he  was  an  Orthodox 
Christian,  he  was  most  tolerant  in  matters  of  religion. 

In  the  latter  part  of  375,  Valentinian  granted  an  audience  to  a delegation 
of  Quadi . He  became  enraged  at  the  imputance  of  the  barbarians,  and 
suffered  an  apoplectic  seizure.  A short  time  later,  while  in  residence 
at  Bregetio  in  Pannonia,  Valentinian  I died  at  the  age  of  54  years. 

His  gold,  silver  and  bronze  coins  were  issued  by  fifteen  mints  and  hun- 
dreds of  workshops.  Valentinian  had  re-opened  the  Milan  mint  to  strike 
gold  and  silver  coins,  and  closed  the  Sirmium  mint. 

Gold  solidus,  aureus,  and  semissis  and  lh  scripulum  were  minted.  In 
VF  condition,  prices  range  from  $300-1000.  All  of  the  silver  issues  are 
very  expensive.  A 3 Miliarensia  is  very  rare.  Light  and  Heavy  Miliarense 
and  a 2 gram  Siliqua,  in  Very  Fine,  range  from  $150  to  $2000. 

Bronze  coinage  is  easily  obtainable  in  at  least  one  of  the  types.  AE1 
(about  27  mm)  has  a pricetag  of  around  $500;  AE2  (about  22  mm)  sells 
for  around  $600  (in  1983),  and  the  AE3  (about  17  mm)  can  be  purchased 
for  $10  to  $30.  The  above  is  in  Very  Fine  condition. 

Recently  I noticed  that  a very  prominent  west  coast  dealer  listed  an 
AE4  (less  than  17  mm)  in  its  auction  catalog.  The  description  indicated 
the  obverse  side  had  a diademed  and  draped  bust,  with  "V0T/X/MVLT/XX" 
within  wreath,  on  the  reverse  side.  The  lettering  means  "The  Vows  of 
Ten  Years  increased  to  Twenty". 
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David  R.  Sear's  ROMAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES  does  not  list  any  AE4 
coins  for  Valentinian  I. 

The  coin  in  my  collection  is  a bronze  AE3  in 
only  Fine  condition.  The  lettering  on  the 
obverse  side  reads:  D.N. VALENTI NIANVS .P .F .AVG 
or  "Our  Lord,  Valentinian,  Pious  and  Faithful 
Augustus".  The  diademed,  draped  and  cuirassed 
bust  faces  right.  The  reverse  side  has  the  lettering:  GLORIA 

ROMANORUM,  meaning  "The  Glory  of  the  Romans".  Valentinian  is  advancing 
right,  and  holding  a labarum  in  his  right  hand,  while  dragging  a cap- 
tive with  his  left.  The  mint-mark,  in  exergue,  is  SMAIS  --  "Sacred 
Money  from  the  (A)  Arlate  (Arles,  France  mint),  and  the  IS  (12th) 
Officina  or  workshop  of  that  mint. 

The  Arlate  mint  was  established  in  313, and  had  its  name  changed  to 
Constantina,  in  honor  of  Constantine  II,  in  328.  After  his  death  in 
340,  the  name  was  changed  back  to  Arlate.  In  353,  Constantius  II 
changed  it  back  to  Constantina,  and  it  kept  that  name  until  it  closed 
in  475  AD. 


GLOSSARY : 


DIADEM  - (dee-ah-dem)  - A band  worn  upon  the  head  as  a symbol  of 
royalty;  a crown. 

EXERGUE  - (eggs-urg)  - The  space  beneath  the  principal  design  on  the 
reverse  side  of  the  coin,  with  place  and/or  date 
of  the  minting. 

LABARUM  - (lab-ah-rum)  - The  standard  which  shows  the  Christogram 
(Greek  letters  CHI  superimposed  over  RHO,  which 
means  Christ).  Constantine  the  Great  was  the  first 
to  adopt  the  Christogram. 

CUIRASS  - (kwee-rass)  - A piece  of  defensive  armor,  usually  a breast- 
plate and  backplate,  covering  the  entire  upper  part 
of  the  body. 

OFFICINA  - (aw-fiss-ee-nah)  - Workshop;  usually  part  of  a mint. 

References : 

ROMAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES  - David  R.  Sear  (Seaby,  London) 

READING  AND  DATING  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS  - Zander  H.  Klawans  (Durst 

Reprint  - 1983) 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  - R.A.G.  Carson  (Harper  Brothers,  1962) 


********************************************************** 
INDIA,  20-PAISE  1983,  FISHERIES  TYPE 

John  DeMarais3  Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  # 1539 

India  has  issued  another  of  its  small  denomination  commemoratives 
meant  to  be  part  of  the  circulating  currency.  This  piece  promotes 
the  importance  of  fishing  as  part  of  national  food  supplies.  The  type 
for  this  piece  is  two  fishermen  hauling  in  a net  and  two  fish  in  a 
basket.  The  reverse  is  the  usual  armsand  value  type  employed  on 
Indian  commemoratives.  The  specifications  of  this  coin  are  the  same 
as  those  of  hexagonal,  aluminum  20-paise  coin  first  dated  1982.  A 
number  of  other  nations  have  issues  fisheries  coins,  but  nearly  all 
of  them  are  non-circulating  pieces. 


THE  ROMAN  COLOSSEUM 


Robert  R.  Kuteher3  Lincoln3  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

The  Emperor  Vespasian  started  his  reign  by  rebuilding  Rome  after  the 
ravages  of  Nero's  fire  and  the  Civil  Wars  of  69  A.D.  The  new  emperor 
was  determined  that  his  city  should  recover  its  splendour  as  the  world's 
capital.  The  Colosseim,  more  than  any  other  building,  symbolized  the 
massiveness,  the  power  and  sense  of  order  of  this  new  reign.  Vespasian 
dedicated  the  Colosseum  as  one  of  his  last  acts  in  the  year  79  A.D., 
just  before  his  death.  His  son,  Titus,  succeeded  him  as  emperor  and 
lovingly  continued  the  work  on  the  arena. 

The  official  name  of  the  arena  was  the  Flavian  Aphi theatre,  after  the 
dynastic  name  of  the  two  emperors  who  planned  and  built  most  of  it. 

The  name  Colosseum  comes  from  the  colossal  statue  of  Nero  that  stood 
near  the  site  of  the  arena.  Rather  than  demolish  this  colossal  statue, 
Vespasian  had  ingeniously  changed  its  head  of  Nero  to  a head  of  Apollo, 
the  sun  god.  It  was  this  colossus  built  by  Nero  to  immortalize  himself 
then  that  gave  the  arena  its  enduring  name  - the  Colosseum. 

When  the  new  edifice  opened  in  80  A.D.,  the  celebration  lasted  for  one 
hundred  days.  There  was  a large  scale  slaughter  of  both  men  and  anim- 
als the  entire  time.  This  extra  special  show  was  duly  enhanced  by  the 
presence  of  the  Emperor  Titus,  who  footed  the  entire  bill  for  both 
building  and  celebration,  the  Roman  Senators,  court  officials,  priests, 
the  vestal  virgins  and  sacred  effigies  of  the  gods,  not  to  mention 
all  the  royal  foreign  guests  and  the  Roman  gentry. 

The  colosseum  was  under  construction  for  almost  six  years  before  its 
grand  opening.  It  is  hard  to  put  an  exact  time  to  the  actual  construc- 
tion, as  the  structure  was  really  never  finished  before  it  was  so  well 
used  that  it  needed  remodeling.  Also,  the  fourth  and  final  story  was 
not  started  until  the  reign  of  Domitian,  the  last  of  the  Flavian  Emper- 
ors. It  was  the  Emperor  Septimius  Severus  who  was  to  complete  the 
fourth  story  in  the  third  century  A.D.  when  he  was  restoring  some  of 
the  damage  caused  by  a fire. 

Modern  engineers  attribute  the  long  life  of  the  structure  to  the  fact 
that  the  building  was  so  well  drained.  To  build  this  immense  complex, 
the  workmen  first  had  to  drain  the  lake  of  Nero's  Golden  House  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  new  arena.  Being  a marsh  land,  drain  tile 
had  to  be  laid  in  sand  and  connected  to  the  sewers.  Then  the  whole 
lake  bed  had  to  be  covered  with  compacted  top-soil.  This  had  to  be 
completed  before  the  immense  foundations  could  be  placed  and  the  walls 
raised.  The  entire  structure  contains  an  elaborate  drainage  system, 
also  connected  to  the  sewers  to  keep  the  whole  area  dry. 

To  top  off  the  colosseum  and  to  keep  the  spectators  cool  and  dry,  a 
gigantic  canvas  cover,  or  "velarium"  as  it  was  called,  was  hung  from 
the  top  pillars.  This  velarium  was  attended  to  by  a large  army  of 
sailors  who  manned  the  ropes  to  tighten  or  loosen  the  canvas  as  needed. 
They  would  also  roll  it  up  and  repair  it  when  it  needed  it. 

Although  the  colosseum  was  used  for  hundreds  of  years  by  the  Romans, 
the  building  is  rarely  depicted  on  coins.  It  first  appeared  on  a 
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Sestertius  of  Titus  Medallion  of  Gordian  III 


scarce  sestertius  of  Titus,  shown  above  with  a rare  medallion  of  Gordian 
III. 

*********************************************************************** 


ARGENTINA,  ADDITIONAL  NEW  COINS  DATED  1984 

John  DeMarais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  #1529 

An  annual  inflation  rate  of  more  than  600  percent  is  forcing  the  Argen- 
tine government  to  issue  two  or  three  denominations  of  coins  a year  to 
replace  low- value  banknotes.  The  two  latest  coins  are  aluminum-bronze 
5 and  10  peso  coins.  The  five-peso  coin  is  19.5mm  in  diameter  and 
bears  a building  on  the  obverse  and  the  inscription  CABILDO  DE  BUENOS 
AIRES  which  names  the  building.  The  ten-peso  coin  also  uses  a build- 

•ing  as  its  main  type;  in  this  instance  it  is  the  Casa  de  Tucoman  which 
also  appeared  on  the  10-peso  commemorative  of  1966  which  marked  the 
sesquicentennial  of  the  independence  of  Argentina.  The  new  10-peso 
coin  is  20.5mm  in  diameter.  Both  new  coins  have  plain  edges,  are  mod- 
erately thick,  and  have  reverses  that  consist  solely  of  the  date  and  a 
very  bold  denomination. 

The  closeness  of  diameters  of  these  two  coins  continues  the  practice 
begun  in  1983  when  the  peso  Argentino  currency  was  introduced.  By 
introducing  so  many  denominations  every  year,  the  mints  of  inflation- 
ridden  countries  quickly  exhaust  possible  colors,  sizes  and  shapes  for 
coins.  This  is  really  a remarkable  development  in  coinage  and  is  well 
worth  watching  in  Israeli  and  South  American  coinages. 

********************************************************************** 


"GUN  MONEY" 


"Gun  Money"  refers  to  a debased  Irish  coinage  issued  by  James  II  in 
1689  and  1690  in  the  denominations  of  crowns,  half-crowns,  shillings 
and  sixpences.  The  metal  for  the  planchets  was  from  old  cannon,  thus. 
Gun  Money. 

********************************************************************** 


SILVER  FACTS:  Silver  will  float  on  the  top  of  Mercury,  as  it  is  the 

lightest  of  the  nine  noble  metals. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  ffLM-12 

JUSTINIAN  I 527-565,  Part  2. 


Justinian  began  with  the  old  style  in  gold  but  changed  to  a frontal 
image  for  all  three  metals  in  538.  In  the  same  year  began  the  dating 
of  the  copper  coinage  by  the  REGNAL  year,  i.e.  from  the  month  of  his 
adoption  as  co-emperor  by  Justin.  Roman  numerals  were  used  but  some- 
times these  appear  in  a slightly  different  format,  or  even  in  a column. 
It  is  interesting  that  centuries  later  their  successors.  The  Ottomans, 
also  used  regnal  years  for  dating. 

Sometimes  the  INDICTIONAL  year  was  used.  This  was  a 15  year  cycle, 
sometimes  shown  by  a Greek  letter  (remembering  that  so  much  of  the 
Eastern  Empire  was  Greek  for  all  that  Latin  was  still  the  official 
language).  It  began  in  September.  In  a long  reign  this  could  be  con- 
fusing since  the  indiction  would  be  repeated.  The  indictions  also 
used  the  Greek  alphabet. 

Silver  remained  extremely  rare  in  the  east  though  many  denominations 
were  struck  in  Ravenna. 

GOLD  was  struck  as  follows  (excluding  certain  very  rare  types): 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  solidus,  light  weight  solidus,  semissis,  tremissis. 

THESSALONICA,  CARTHAGE,  ROME  & RAVENNA:  solidus. 

SILVER 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  milliarense,  si  1 i qua . 

CARTHAGE:  siliqua,  ^ siliqua. 

RAVENNA:  250  N (a);  250  N (b);  125  N (a);  120  N;  J5  siliqua,  h siliqua. 

(a)  = heavy,  (b)  = light. 

COPPER.  The  copper  is  much  more  varied,  plentiful  and  complex.  On 
some  of  the  smaller  denominations  there  is  no  date,  and  legends  may 
be  illegible  or  non-existent.  The  OFF  I C I NAE  at  which  the  coins  were 
minted  vary  for  denominations  and  variety.  Sometimes  only  one  offic- 
inae  is  known  to  date  for  certain  issues  and  mints. 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  f;  ^ f;  10  N;  5 N;  1 N. 

THESSALONICA:  f;  16  N;  10  N;  8 N;  5 N;  4 N;  2 N. 

CHERS0N:  5 N. 

NIC0MEDIA:  f;  ^ f;  10  N;  5 N. 

CYZICUS : f;  f;  10  N;  5 N. 

THEOUPOLIS : f;  f;  10  N;  5 N. 

ALEXANDRIA:  33  N;  12  N;  6 N;  3 N. 

CARTHAGE:  f;  f;  10  N;  5 N;  2 N;  1 N. 

CONSTANTINE  (in  Numidia?):  f;  f;  10  N. 


174 


ROMA:  f;  h>  f;  TO  N;  5 N;  1 N. 

RAVENNA:  f;  ^ f;  10  N. 

Uncertain  mints:  f;  ^ f;  10  N;  5 N;  1 N. 


GOLD 


Solidus  Semississ  Tremissis 


SILVER 


250  N. 


2 examples  of  M-illiavense 


125  N.  120  N.  Siliqua  % Siliqua 

COPPER 


1 N. 
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PERSEVERANCE,  A KEY  TO  ATTRIBUTING  ANCIENT  COINS 


by  the  late  Larry  Devine3  NI  #1832 


A Previously  Unpublished  and 
Unknown  AE  of  Aelia  Capitolina 

JUDEA.  AELIA  CAPITOLINA  (Jerusalem),  ca.  245  A.D.  AE19.  Bare- 
headed bust  of  Manaus  Aurelius  rt.  Rev:  busts  face  to  face  of 
M.  Aurelius  rt.  and  Faustina  Jr.  left.  UNPUBLISHED  AND  UNKNOWN! 
Plate  coin  of  the  below  mentioned  reference  work.  Good  VF3  brown 
and  green  patina. 

This  brings  me  to  an  exciting  discovery  I made  fairly  recently  (1977), 
which  I would  like  to  share  with  you.  I had  purchased  a really  nice 
bronze  of  young  Marcus  Aurelius,  having  on  the  reverse  the  busts, 
face  to  face,  of  Aurelius  and  his  pretty,  young  bride,  Faustina  Jr. 

The  coin  was  unattributed,  being  marked  simply  as  Roman  Colonial,  and 
very  possibly  unattri butable , since  the  reverse  legend,  FAV.  ET  ANT. 
(Faustina  and  Antoninus),  gave  no  clue  to  its  origin,  and  it  could 
have  come  from  any  of  over  a thousand  minting  cities  of  the  vast 
Roman  Empire.  Some  of  you  are  no  doubt  thinking  right  now,  that  the 
Latin  legend  narrows  it  down  considerably,  but,  in  fact,  the  lettering 
is  so  strangely  placed  (a  couple  of  letters  at  3,  6,  9 and  12  o'clock), 
that  I could  only  guess  at  what  it  meant;  and  the  letters  could  have 
been  either  Greek  or  Latin,  as  the  1 F 1 looked  just  as  much  like  3 or 
4 other  letters  as  it  did  an  ' F ' . 

After  going  unsuccessfully  through  all  the  reference  books  in  our 
library,  I started  to  hit  the  floor  to  celing  auction  catalogue  book- 
case. The  logical  place  to  start  was  the  Thomas  Mabbott  collection, 
not  only  because  he  collected  every  face  bronze  he  could  find,  but  it 
has  a whole  separate  book  of  plates  of  Roman  Colonial  (Greek  Imperial) 
coins,  no  common  characteristic  of  auction  catalogues.  Well,  it  wasn't 
in  there;  I listed  about  seven  cities  to  go  into  more  closely  because 
of  style  similarities.  I was  nearing  the  end  of  the  catalogue  and 
plates,  when  - boom  - I see  the  same  obverse  die  - not  similar,  but 
same  (and  there's  no  mistaking  it  because  of  a mouth  pecularity)  on  a 
coin  from  Aelia  Capitolina  (Jerusalem);  of  all  the  cities  that  made  up 
the  Roman  Empire,  this  was  the  best  city  I could  ask  for,  and  the  last 
one  that  I would  have  guessed.  Remember,  I had  bought  the  coin  for  its 
lovely  style  and  condition,  and  that  you  do  not  look  for  in  coins  of 
Palestine.  No  matter  that  the  Mabbott  coin  had  a reverse  of  Faustina 
alone,  there  was  just  no  mistaking  that  reverse  die. 

There's  hardly  a better  place  to  be  than  New  York,  when  there's  a 
question  about  a coin  of  Ancient  Palestine,  as  some  of  the  top  experts 
in  the  field  live  here,  and  they  don't  begrudge  you  their  time, 
especially  when  you  have  something  new  in  their  field.  But  their 
optimism  was  guarded,  because  the  reverse  letters  made  no  allusion  to 
Aelia,  not  even  a 'C.A.C.'  (Colonia  Aelia  Capitolina).  The  sharing  of 
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an  obverse  die  by  neighboring  cities  was  always  a possibility;  and 
too,  the  Mabbott  catalogue  was  not  exactly  unknown  for  misattributions. 
After  a couple  of  hours  of  discussion,  the  consensus  of  opinion  was 
that  it  could  not  be  attributed  to  Aelia.  I was  very  disappointed, 
of  course,  but  after  a day  or  two,  I went  back  to  the  Mabbott  catalogue 
to  see  what  attribution  they  had  used;  it  was  a B.M.C.  number,  and 
fortunately,  the  BMC  pictured  the  coin,  and  again,  the  excitement. 
Although  it  was  not  the  same  exact  die  of  the  Mabbott  specimen,  there 
were  so  many  points  of  similarity  of  style,  that  they  had  to  be  en- 
graved by  the  same  artist  - the  Mabbott  attribution  was  correct. 

Again,  I called  my  friend  Fred  Jacobs,  and  told  him  what  I had  found. 
Well,  this  time  I was  really  in  luck;  with  Fred,  was  the  one  man  in 
the  world  who  could  say  with  certainty  if  the  coin  was  or  was  not 
from  Aelia,  and  that  man  was  Ya'akov  Meshorer,  Curator  of  the 
Archaeological  Museum  in  Israel,  author  of  the  classic  work  Jewish 
Coins  of  the  Second  Temple  Period ; he  was  over  here  for  the  ANA  Con- 
vention, and  we  made  an  appointment  to  meet  the  next  day,  his  last 
day  before  returning  to  Israel,  at  Herb  Kriendler's  house,  where  he 
would  examine  the  coin.  I'll  never  forget  his  words,  as  he  held  the 
coin  in  his  hand  for  a moment,  then  smiled  and  said,  "Ah,  its  Aelia", 
But  even  better,  he  is  presently  (1977)  working  on  a Korpus  of  the 
City  Coins  of  Palestine,  and  a photo  of  this  coin  will  appear  in  this 
eagerly  awaited  work.  Ah,  perseverance! 

********************************************************************** 


MALDIVES,  NEW  COINAGE,  1984 


John  DeMarais , Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1539 

The  government  of  the  Maldives  has  issued  a new  coinage  bearing  new  re- 
verse types.  The  new  aluminum  1,  5 and  10  laari,  and  nickel-brass  25 
and  50  laari  coins  are  of  the  same  physical  characteristics  as  the  pre- 
vious types.  Apparently,  there  is  no  2-laari  coin  in  this  series  al- 
though it  appeared  in  the  1960-79  issues.  All  the  new  coins  follow  a 
similar  layout.  The  reverse  bears  the  name  of  the  nation  and  the  word 
LAARI  in  both  English  and  Maldivian  while  the  denomination  is  marked 
with  a large  50.  The  obverses  have  varying  central  types  but  all  have 
the  date  in  both  European  and  Islamic  numerals  (1984/1404)  at  the  top 
and  a fisherman's  knot  at  the  bottom.  The  50-laari  coin  uses  a sea 
turtle  as  its  central  type.  The  25-1 aari  has  a mosque  or  tower,  the 
10-laari  has  a sailing  ship,  the  5-laari  has  two  fish  and  the  1-laari 
has  the  top  of  a palm  tree.  The  cupro-nickel  1-rupee  dated  1982  is 
also  part  of  this  series  and  uses  the  national  arms  as  its  motive. 

The  transliterated  spelling  "laari"  appears  for  the  first  time  and  is 
different  from  the  spelling  "lari"  used  heretofore  in  catalogues. 

There  is  also  a new  series  of  banknotes  ranging  from  2 rupees  upward. 

********************************************************************** 
"SOU  TOKENS" 


"Sou  Tokens"  are  a series  of  copper  tokens  that  were  issued  by  the 
Bank  of  Montreal  to  supply  small  change  when  private  coppers  and  brass 
pieces  previously  current  in  Canada  were  demonetized. 
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SOUTHERN  LEBANON  PTOLEMAIC  HOARD 


by  Alex  G.  Malloy 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  his  Ancient  Catalog  L3 
Winter  1983  issue) 


This  hoard  buried  in  Southern  Lebanon  around  200  B.C.,  has  a large 
cross  section  of  coins  from  the  first  five  Ptolemies.  The  coins  of 
Ptolemy  I show  definite  heavy  signs  of  wear,  while  the  single  coin  of 
Ptolemy  V has  almost  no  wear.  The  coins  of  Ptolemy  I and  II  reveal  a 
great  evidence  of  circulation  by  the  numerous  punch  marks  that  are 
present.  The  coinage  of  this  hoard  is  exclusively  of  the  Ptolemy  I 
Soter  type.  This  type  lasted  for  an  amazing  270  years,  and  had  the 
portrait  of  the  founder  of  the  dynasty,  Ptolemy  I.  This  type,  while 
not  as  variable  as  the  Syrian  and  Macedonian  Kings,  was  certainly  as 
powerful  in  style.  On  the  obverse  is  seen  the  flowing  hair,  the  heavy 
bulging  brow,  the  typical  sunken  Hellenistic-Egypt  eye,  the  short 
Greek  nose,  and  the  sharp  jutting  chin  of  Ptolemy  I.  He  wears  the 
diadem  and  around  his  neck  is  the  aegis  tied  with  serpents.  This  pic- 
ture reveals  Ptolemy's  patron  god  as  Zeus.  The  reverse  also  alluding 
to  Zeus,  has  the  noble  eagle  on  thunderbolt.  The  earlier  renditions 
were  more  fine  in  technique.  This  reverse  type  became  so  popular  in 
the  Mint  of  Tyre  that  it  continued  until  70  A.D. 


Ptolemy  I Silver  Tetradrachm 

From  305  on,  Ptolemy  Soter,  at  the  age  of  64,  was  made  King  of  Egypt 
and  the  supreme  divine  power  in  the  land.  He  accepted  the  Egyptian 
religion  in  total,  but  the  people  still  had  some  misgivings.  After  the 
withdrawal  of  Antiochus  I from  Egyptian  soil  in  305-4,  Ptolemy  occupied 
Coel e-Syria,  but  upon  later  hearing  of  Antiochus  I's  march  on  Syria  in 
302-1,  Ptolemy  withdrew.  Finally  after  the  Battle  of  Ipsus,  Ptolemy 
re-occupied  Coele-Syria  for  the  fourth  time  and  was  never  more  to  battle 
his  rivals.  Certain  areas  held  by  Demetrius  were  acquired  by  Ptolemy, 
and  by  287  B.C.  Ptolemy  held  Cyprus,  Phoenicia  and  Palestine,  Egypt, 
North  Africa  and  part  of  the  Asia  Minor  coast. 

Upon  the  death  of  Ptolemy  I,  284  B.C.,  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  succeeded 
to  the  throne.  In  281,  Lysimachus  gave  Arsinoe  I,  his  daughter,  to 
Ptolemy  II  in  marriage.  As  long  as  Ptolemy  I and  Seleucus  I lived,  a 
bond  existed  to  prevent  conflict.  Now  that  Seleucus  had  died  Ptolemy 
II  lost  much  land  including  Cilicia,  Pamphylia  and  Samothrace,  and 
Antiochus  II  also  took  all  Phoenicia  north  of  Sidon  during  the  Second 
Syrian  War.  In  277  B.C.  Arsinoe  II,  sister  of  Ptolemy  II  and  widow  of 
Lysimachus  and  Keraunos,  married  Ptolemy  II.  He  divorced  Arsinoe  I 
and  adopted  her  son  by  Lysimachus,  Ptolemaeus.  Due  to  her  ambition, 
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Ptolemy  the  2nd 

ally.  In  246  Ptolemy 
succeeded  him. 


Egypt  invaded  Syria  in  276  B.C.  She  guided  this 
war.  She  was  not  just  a queen  but  a co-ruler.  She 
also  wore  the  diadem. 

In  274  B.C.  Egypt  made  extensive  conquests  along 
the  coast  of  Asia  Minor.  Aradus,  in  272,  fell  and 
all  of  Phoenicia  was  Egyptian.  272-270  are  known 
as  the  golden  years  of  the  Egyptian  monarchy,  and 
in  261  the  title  of  Soter  was  given  to  Ptolemy  I. 
The  year  249  saw  the  death  of  Arsinoe  II.  While 
Philadelphus  continued  he  had  lost  his  closest 
died  and  his  eldest  son  Ptolemy  III  Evergetes 


Ptolemy  III,  with  an  army  and  African 
elephants,  marched  for  Antioch,  in  the 
spring  of  246.  With  little  resistance 
he  continued  to  Cilicia.  Upon  hiswife 
Berenice's  death,  he  travelled  home. 
Seleucus  II,  the  son  of  Antiochus  II, 
regained  much  of  the  old  boundary  in 
Syria  and  won  back  from  Egypt  all  but 
Seleuceia  in  Pieria  and  all  of  Phoe- 
nicia. This  was  the  3rd  Syrian  War 
or  Laodicean  War.  From  241  on,  Egypt 
enjoyed  2C  years  of  peace.  During  this  time  however  Pamphylia  slipped 
from  Egypt's  grasp  and  the  once  powerful  Egyptian  army  was  allowed  to 
decay.  When  he  died  in  221  Egypt  was  no  longer  a military  power. 


Ptolemy  IV  Philopator  succeeded  his  father.  Philopator  was  a negligent 
ruler  and  dreamed  of  uniting  all  Egyptians.  He  especially  wanted  to 
unite  the  Jews  and  Greeks  in  Dionysus  worship.  He  left  his  government 
to  Sosibius  of  Alexandria  who  was  very  loyal,  but  ruthless.  Antiochus 
III  realizing  Ptolemy's  attitudes  toward  his  duties  in  219,  attacked 
Seleucia  in  Pieria  and  swept  down  the  coast  to  Dora.  Here  Sosibius 
tricked  him  into  thinking  Egypt  had  an  army  at  Pelusium  and  Antioch  ac- 
cepted a truce.  Egypt  had  no  army.  There  was  no  time  to  waste.  Egypt 
must  rebuild.  With  the  aid  of  the  Treasury  and  much  borrowed  time, 
Sosibius  built  an  army.  20,000  Egyptians  were  mustered  in,  not  since 
100  years  earlier  had  any  Egyptian  borne  arms.  Along  with  Greek  leaders 
and  soldiers  this  army  was  trained.  Finally  in  217  Antiochus  III  advan- 
ced with  62,000  foot,  6,000  horses,  and  102  Indian  elephants  to  the 
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Ptolemy  III  Evergetes/  Eagle 


;own  of  Raphia.  The  Egyptian  army  was  now  ready  and 
opposed  the- Syrians  with  50,000  foot,  5,000  horses 
and  73  African  elephants.  The  Ptolemaic  Phalanx  was 
composed  of  5,000  Greeks  and  20,000  Egyptians  and 
6,000  Hypaspists  of  which  half  were  Libyans.  The 
battle  of  Raphia  was  to  ensue.  Two  huge  armies 
faced  each  other.  Egypt  was  fighting  for  survival. 
The  long  year's  drill  told  the  tale  and  Antiochus 
finally  was  soundly  defeated  and  fled.  Ptolemy  used 
his  victory  with  moderation.  He  took  back  southern 
Syria,  Palestine  and  Phoenicia. 

In  204  B.C.  the  son  of  Ptolemy  IV  and  Arsinoe  II, 
Ptolemy  V Epiphanes  became  ruler  of  Egypt  at  five 
years  old.  During  this  time  much  of  Egypt's  over- 
seas empire  disintegrated. 

Ptolemy  IV 

The  reigns  of  Ptolemy  I,  II 
and  III  saw  a period  of 
Ptolemaic  Egypt's  greatest 
prosperity.  From  the  Lycian 
forests  came  wood,  from  Cyprus 
and  Coel e-Syria  came  silver, 
trade  and  manufactured  goods 
came  from  the  coastal  cities  Ptolemy  V Epiphanes 

of  Caria,  Ionia  and  the  Aegean 

Islands.  Cyprus  was  plentiful  with  copper  and  from  Phoenicia  and 
Palestine  came  slaves,  olive  oil  and  wine.  Horses  came  from  Syria 
and  Palestine.  Gold  was  imported  from  Central  Africa.  Not  only  goods 
came  to  Egypt,  but  the  exciting  atmosphere  of  Alexandria  drew  the 
greatest  minds  of  the  known  World.  The  medical  school  at  Alexandria 
had  the  greats,  Herophilus  the  anatomist  and  Erasi stratus  the  physio- 
logist. In  mathematics  there  was  no  equal  to  Euclids'  School  at 
Alexandria.  Euclids'  works  are  still  the  standard  today,  2,400  years 
later.  In  this  school  Archimedes  and  Apollonius  of  Perga  both  studied. 
Strato  the  Master,  the  most  original  thinker  of  the  Peripatetic 
School  was  tutor  of  Ptolemy  II.  He  also  taught  Aristarchus,  who  in 
turn  developed  the  basic  theories  of  astronomy  that  the  earth  and 
planets  revolved  around  the  sun.  Conon  of  Samos  named  a group  of 
stars  Coma  Berenices  in  honor  of  Berenice,  queen  of  Ptolemy  III.  The 
great  Library  was  founded  at  Alexandria  by  Ptolemy  I,  and  the  building 
built  by  Ptolemy  II.  The  Byzantine  scholar  Tzetzes  said  it  contained 
42,800  volumes  in  the  outer  library  and  some  400,000  mixed  and  90,000 
unmixed  volumes  in  the  inner  library.  The  Alexandrine  School  of 
Literature  influenced  oratory,  rhetoric,  history,  geography,  popular 
prose  and  poetry.  The  chief  Alexandrian  poet  was  Callimachus. 

Ptolemy's  court  received  Demetrius  of  Phalerum,  the  founder  of  the 
Museum  of  Alexandria,  and  Sostratus  of  Cnidus,  the  Architect,  built 
on  the  island  of  Pharos  one  of  the  Seven  Wonders  of  the  Ancient  World, 
The  Lighthouse  of  Alexandria. 


Alexandria  was  not  only  attractive  to  the  men  of  knowledge,  but  was  the 
"Center  of  Commerce".  The  Ptolemaic  Silver  Coinage  was  a standard 
coinage  of  Mediterranean  trade  and  the  incredible  series  of  gold  tetra- 
drachms  and  octodrachms  was  struck  for  larger  payments.  The  copper 
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coinage  was  introduced  to  Egypt  by  Ptolemy  I,  but  great  resistance  was 
met  by  the  Egyptians.  The  Pharonic  custom  was  to  value  in  copper  the 
unit  of  account,  but  no  actual  coins  were  minted.  Barter  was  impos- 
sible to  end.  Calculations  were  in  both  copper  coins  and  corn.  There 
is  an  example  of  a priest  where  his  salary  was  figured  in  corn  and 
oil  only. 

This  hoard  exemplifies  the  very  nature  of  the  early  Ptolemies.  It  can 
be  seen  through  the  highly  punch-marked  coins  of  the  Alexandrian  mint, 
Ptolemy  I coins  and  a sense  of  struggle  and  the  constant  change  during 
the  Syrian  wars.  The  Phoenician-Palestinian  Mints  together  with  the 
rare  Aradus  Mint  only  open  for  a short  period  of  time,  reveal  Egypt's 
necessity  for  this  coinage. 

This  hoard  consists  of  133  Ptolemaic  Tetradrachms  of  which  41  are  at- 
tributed to  Ptolemy  Soter,  while  11  range  in  the  period  of  Ptolemy  I 
and  II.  67  coins  were  struck  by  Ptolemy  II.  The  number  of  Ptolemy 
III  coins  in  the  hoard  are  8 together  with  3 Ptolemy  IV  and  2 Ptolemy 
V.  This  hoard  was  purchased  in  two  parts.  The  first  lot  was  101  coins 
of  better  quality  coins  while  the  second  lot  was  of  32  in  number  and 
was  purchased  shortly  thereafter,  in  early  1982.  It  is  apparent  that 
certain  portrait  tetradrachms  of  little  wear  have  recently  surfaced  in 
dealers'  trays  of  Ptolemy  V.  Due  to  the  fact  that  one  rare  Soter  type 
Ptolemaic  Tetradrachm  of  Ptolemy  V was  in  this  hoard,  it  does  seem 
probable  that  these  portrait  tetradrachms  are  probably  from  the  same 
hoard. 

Some  trade  patterns  can  be  suggested  during  300-200  B.C.  from  a study 
of  the  coin  hoard  reports.  Ptolemaic  tetradrachms  showed  up  quite 
frequently  in  Central  Greece  and  the  Peloponnesos,  Surprisingly,  no 
coins  were  found  in  Asia  Minor.  The  strong  hoard  evidence  points  to 
Cyprus,  Phoenicia-Palestine,  and  Egypt  as  the  almost  exclusive  locations 
the  coins  are  found.  The  principal  sea  trade  route  including  Alexan- 
dria, Gaza,  Tyre,  and  Cyprus.  The  land  route  was  from  Pelusium  to 
Raphia  and  up  the  coast. 

Punches  and  stamps  are  a sign  of  acceptance  in  certain  locations.  These 
coins,  for  some  reason  or  another,  did  not  command  total  monetary  con- 
fidence. Stamps,  relief  designs  rising  out  of  a sunken  field,  were 
often  made  by  a civil  or  royal  authority.  These  marks  showed  approval 
of  the  issue  of  such  coins.  We  find  in  1st  century  Gaul,  a counter- 
mark  BON,  meaning  good,  on  coins  of  Tiberius  and  Nero.  These  coins 
were  passed  as  acceptable  to  local  populace  by  the  ruling  authority. 

City  badge  countermarks  in  2nd  century  B.C.  would  suggest  civil  author- 
ity approval.  Design  punches  not  relating  to  civil  or  royal  authority 
fall  into  the  realm  of  banker's  punches  for  purely  economic  reasons. 
Crossing  boundaries  from  one  opposing  power  to  another,  or  lack  of  con- 
fidence in  a new  governing  power,  would  constitute  a need  for  currency 
exchange  or  acceptance.  Therefore,  a banker's  mark  or  a coin  exchange 
mark  would  be  needed  on  the  coin  for  its  approval.  This  is  the  pro- 
bable circumstance  in  the  coins  of  the  south  Lebanon  hoard.  The 
Ptolemy  I and  II  Alexandrine  issues  are  highly  punchmarked  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  Of  the  51  Ptolemy  I,  only  8 are  not  punch  marked.  Of  the 
27  Tyre  Mint  Ptolemy  II  issues,  7 of  the  9 early  issues  are  counter- 
marked.  Only  4 of  18  later  issues  are  counter-marked.  This  pattern 
is  true  of  Si  don,  also.  This  would  suggest  a later  confidence  in  the 
coinage  due  to  a general  cessation  of  punch  marks  in  the  Judaeo- 
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Phoenician  area  around  275-270  B.C. 


Other  areas  practiced  this  punch  mark  phenomenon.  Persian  sigloi  were 
very  susceptible  to  punch  marks.  These  marks  are  similar  in  nature  to 
the  Ptolemaic  hoard.  The  large  Aspendus  issue  of  330-110  BC  exhibits 
larger  stamps  with  various  animals  or  designs,  in  squares  or  rectangles. 

Another  type  of  mark  found  on  these  coins  is  the  banker's  tool  marks. 
These  were  produced  by  taking  a tool  with  a rounded  blade  and  rocking 
it  back  and  forth  on  the  coin.  Other  tools  are  the  dual  pronged,  that 
uses  the  same  motion  and  the  mul ti-pronged  tool.  These  marks  appear 
on  no  less  than  23  coins. 

The  graffiti  found  on  57  of  the  coins  are  all  Greek  in  nature.  Most 
of  the  graffiti  is  found  above  the  back  of  the  eagle.  Eleven  coins 
have  graffiti  before  Soter's  mouth.  Graffiti  was  a personal  identi- 
fication of  god's  or  royal  power  in  some  way  applied  to  the  coin.  It 
was  a practice  in  Egypt  and  Phoencica-Palestine  from  Alexander's  time 
to  Ptolemy  II.  From  the  Demanhur  Hoard  we  find  coins  with  Aramaic 
graffi  ti . 

Banker’s  Marks 

Type  A = Banker’s  Punches 

1.  Greek  Letters  In  Circle  - A,  A,  A,3^  K,  X,  Y,  <J>,9 

2.  Objects  in  Circle  - Bee,  Lions  Head,  Anuil 

3.  Cresents 

4.  X Punch 

5.  A Punch 

6.  • Punch 

7.  Greek  Letters  - A,  C,  K 

8.  Greek  Letters  Outlined  © 

9.  Objects  Outlined  -f9|  rww 

TypeB  = Banker’s  Tool  Marks 

].  Rocking  Motion 

2.  X 

3. $ 

4 \ 

Graffiti 

Monograms 

Greek  Letters 

Greek  Initials 

Names 


r £ ai  # < AlY  w 

A,  B,  T,  A,  N,  I,K,A,i,X,C,C,l,M,A,E,Z,Z,Y,n 
IM,  B I,  AI,£Y,  II,  IY,  KA,  IK,  El,  KH 

AAlAP.XrA.AAfc  A,  AAX,  IAN,  TAM,  C"IW  , TIN,  lyiAIV,  TIV, 
CXDIA,  TAAA 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  MEDIEVAL  COINAGE 


by  the  late  Frank  Ammevmann 


There  are  many  fine  discussions  of  the  nature  and  extent  cf  medieval 
coinage  available.  An  excellent  survey  of  European  issues  of  the 
Middle  Ages  can  be  found  in  Coins  by  John  Porteus  (Weidenfeld  and 
Nicolson:  London  1964).  However,  there  is  a need  for  an  analysis  of 
the  numismatic  approach  to  feudal  coinage  for  the  beginning  collector. 

The  primary  emphasis  in  feudal  monies  is  placed  on  issues  of  high  in- 
trinsic value,  especially  gold,  and  on  specimens  reflecting  local  his- 
tory and  interest  such  as  coinages  of  semi -independent  states  and 
cities.  A numismatist  of  modest  means  who  has  no  parochial  interest 
in  a specific  European  locale  may  be  at  a loss  to  find  a distinct 
direction  for  his  collecting  efforts. 

Additionally,  upon  surveying  the  field  of  medieval  coins  the  would-be 
collector  cannot  help  but  notice  the  great  monotonous  mass  of  silver 
deniers  with  their  cryptic  or  incomprehensible  legends.  When  faced 
with  an  unattributed  specimen  the  collector  may  feel  totally  helpless 
and  discouraged.  Unfortunately,  common  reference  materials  tend  to 
emphasize  what  might  be  called  classic  or  representative  coins,  those 
with  distinctive  legends  or  symbolism.  It  is  no  accident  that  gener- 
alized surveys  of  medieval  coinage  cover  the  same,  readily  determined, 
well  documented  specimens;  leaving  the  great  mass  of  the  coinage  in 
1 i mbo . 

It  is  also  disconcerting  to  a novice  collector  to  find  that  some  medi- 
eval gold  pieces  may  be  attributed  to  the  exact  month,  and  even  day, 
of  striking  whereas  many  base  deniers  cannot  be  assigned  to  a given 
century  with  assurance.  Even  attributed  coins  may  pose  their  own 
dilemma,  that  of  a positive  identification  apparently  unsupported  by 
any  evidence  borne  by  the  coins  themselves.  Many  collectors  would  not 
wish  to  purchase  a run  of  the  same  nondescript  coin  but  such  a series 
can  provide  an  insight  which  might  be  gained  in  no  other  way. 

In  the  author's  collection  is  a series  of  31 
deniers  of  Ferri  III  of  Lorraine  (1251-1303  AD). 
In  this  run  there  is  a common  obverse  combined 
with  four  different  reverses,  one  of  which  is 
blundered.  There  are  only  two  specimens  struck 
from  the  same  dies.  On  several  pieces  the  name 
of  the  ruler  is  discernible  as  Feri  or  Ferri 
(the  latter  type  blundered),  and  the  assigned 
place  of  issue  (e.g.  Nancy,  Neufchatel)  is 
plain  on  some  reverses;  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
majority  of  the  specimens  have  no  clue  as  to  their  origin  other  than 
their  general  fabric  and  design,  not  as  a consequence  of  wear  but  be- 
cause the  information  was  never  present  in  the  first  place.  Another 
single  piece  attributed  to  Ferri  I (1205-?)  differs  so  little  as  to  be 
indistinguishable  if  mixed  in  with  the  others. 

Because  similar  runs  from  Metz  and  Halberstadt  display  the  same  general 
proportion  of  clear  to  cryptic  specimens  it  seems  sensible  to  say  that 
many  medieval  coins,  especially  among  the  lesser  deniers,  would  be 


A representative 
silver  denier  of 
Ferri  III  of  Lor- 
raine, who  ruled 
AD  1251-1303 
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anonymous  by  themselves,  and  owe  their  attribution  to  association 
with  legible,  coherent  specimens.  Those  coins  not  found  in  conjunc- 
tion with  recognizable  evidence  as  to  their  time  and  place  must,  per- 
force, remain  forever  uncertain.  For  all  practical  purposes  many 
medieval  coins,  even  though  technically  uncirculated,  are  the  same  as 
smooth  worn  modern  coin  as  far  as  numismatic  recognition  value  is  con- 
cerned. 

It  is  apparent  that  a collector  of  medieval  coinage  must  be  very  so- 
phisticated and  selective  in  his  choice  of  specimens.  In  the  very 
special  case  of  medieval  coins  condition  and  desirability  are  not 
dependent  on  mint  freshness,  but  upon  the  content  of  intelligible  in- 
formation possessed.  The  uniform  high  informational  quality  of  major 
gold  and  silver  medieval  issues  has  contributed  greatly  to  their  popu- 
larity and  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  continued  attention  they  at- 
tract. 

Medieval  coinage  is  a logical  reflection  of  the  times  that  created  it. 
Scholars  have  adopted  the  12th  century  as  the  nadir  of  European  his- 
tory, the  low  ebb  in  culture  known  as  the  Dark  Ages.  Numi smatical ly , 
the  12th  century  represents  the  midpoint  between  barbarous  imitations 
of  coins  of  the  ancient  empires  and  the  emergence  of  the  fine  cur- 
rencies that  carried  the  burden  of  the  expanding  trade  of  the 
Renaissance.  The  options  open  to  the  collector  are  many.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  illustrate  the  transition  from  Greek  and  Roman  coinage  to 
deniers  and  obols  of  the  Middle  Ages;  to  record  the  development  of 
dynasties  and  nations  through  a progression  of  emperors  and  kings;  to 
describe  the  manners  of  feudalism  through  the  subsidiary  coinages  of 
petty  tyrants  and  ecclestiasti cs ; and  to  show  the  reawakening  of  humani- 
ty in  the  production  of  more  and  more  coins  of  fiscal,  intellectual, 
and  artistic  merit. 

Within  the  formal  medieval  coinage  one  also  finds  the  records  of  con- 
quests in  Crusader  issues;  the  concurrent,  competitive  coins  of  Islam; 
the  residues  of  trade  between  Byzantium  and  the  Italian  city  states; 
and,  concomitant  coinage  such  as  is  found  in  Christian  Armenia. 

Though  the  collector  might  not  fully  appreciate  it,  the  feudal  system 
and  the  Dark  Ages  with  their  common  illiteracy  of  serf  and  master, 
small  elite  band  of  clerics,  and  restricted  merchant  class  served 
numismatics  very  well.  The  circulation  of  coins  in  the  present  sense 
was  unknown.  Wealth  was  accumulated  as  plate  or  bullion.  A well-worn 
medieval  coin  is  a rarity  and  such  types  as  the  bracteates  were  as- 
suredly not  intended  for  heavy  day-to-day  use.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  picture  by  Quentin  Massys  entitled  The  Moneylender  and 
his  Wife 3 painted  in  1514  and  now  in  the  Louvre,  shows  gold  pieces 
from  the  8th  to  15th  centuries  and  from  at  least  six  different  sources 
(Arabic,  Venetian,  French,  Byzantine,  English  and  Florentine),  and  all 
in  excellent  condition.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  restrictions 
on  the  passage  of  money  from  hand  to  hand  imposed  by  medieval  condi- 
tions contributed  to  the  survival  of  many  worthwhile  specimens. 

The  absolute  purist  may,  with  some  justification,  argue  that  there  is 
no  medieval  coinage  at  all;  that  the  base  deniers  and  bracteates  are 
merely  tax  tokens;  that  the  carefully  guarded  gold  and  silver  pieces 
were  simply  a form  of  bullion;  that  when  the  monarch  made  the  annual 
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circuit  of  his  realm  with  minters  in  his  retinue  to  strike  coins  at 
each  point  of  temporary  residence  as  evidence  of  his  authority  the 
resulting  products  were  more  accurately  commemorative  medals;  and  that 
imitative  coinages  were  just  poor  counterfeits.  Much  the  same  accu- 
sations might  be  leveled  at  a goodly  portion  of  more  ancient  coinages, 
but  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  at  those  times  and  places  when  and 
where  coins  were  not  intended  solely,  or  even  primarily,  as  a medium 
of  exchange  thier  purpose  was  felt  to  be  necessary,  legitimate  and 
genuine,  and  current  criteria  of  authenticity  do  not  apply.  The 
collector  needs  only  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  his  specimens  in 
order  to  put  them  into  their  proper  perspective  and  to  educate  others. 
Even  that  illegal  myriad  of  typical  base  deniers  struck  far  in  excess 
of  authorized  guantities,  and  which  so  exasperated  reigning  monarchs, 
can  be  held  up  as  an  example  of  crumbling  feudal  power. 

The  collector  who  is  sensitive  to  the  nature  of  medieval  times,  and  who 
is  alert  to  the  peculiarities  of  medieval  coins  as  to  quality  and  con- 
dition, will  be  greatly  rewarded  for  the  effort  and  expense  of  assem- 
bling a collection  descriptive  of  the  institutions  and  people  of  the 
Middle  Ages.  The  curious  student  may  even  see  something  significant 
in  31  deniers  of  Ferri  III,  Duke  of  Lorraine,  that  leads  to  the  con- 
current deniers  of  the  intransigent  county  of  Bar  and  the  bishoprics 
of  Metz,  Toul  and  Verdun,  on  to  the  territorial  squabbles  between 
France  and  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  thence  to  the  Franco-Prussian 
War  and  World  Wars  I and  II.  Seldom  does  so  little  silver  buy  so 
much  history. 

********************************************************************* 

MEXICO,  50-PESOS  1984,  REDUCED  SIZE 

John  DeMarais 3 Lincoln Nebraska 3 NI  # 1539 

The  Bank  of  Mexico  has  released  a new  fifty-peso  coin  as  part  of  the 
government's  plan  to  change  the  form  of  all  denominations.  The  new 
cupro-nickel  coin  is  23. 5mm in  diameter  and  has  a coarsely  reeded  edge. 

It  is  just  slightly  smaller  than  the  new  steel  peso  which  has  a smooth 
edge.  The  new  50-peso  is  a rather  thick  coin  whereas  the  one-peso  is 
of  normal  thickness.  The  obverse  bears  the  national  emblem  of  the 
style  used  since  1980  while  the  reverse  bears  the  head  of  Benito  Juarez 
who  appeared  on  the  last  issue  of  50-peso  notes.  The  reverse  also 
bears  the  value  in  normal  lettering  and  in  braille  as  well  as  the 
date.  This  50-peso  coin  supercedes  the  one  introduced  in  1982  which 
is  also  cupro-nickel  but  much  larger,  having  a diameter  of  35mm. 

The  reverses  of  the  latest  series  of  coins  seems  to  be  employing  nation- 
al heros  as  types.  This  series  now  includes  1,  50  and  100  peso  coins'. 
The  immediately  preceding  series  used  Mexican  cultural  history  as  re- 
verse types.  These  pieces,  introudced  from  1980-1984  included  20  and 
50  centavo,  5,  20  and  50  peso  coins. 

*****************************  ********  **************************  ****** 

FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD:  In  the  Funabara  Hotel  on  Japan's  Izu  Peninzula,  is 

a phoenix-shaped  bathtub  made  of  22  karat  gold.  The  tub  weighs  313^ 
pounds . 
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THE  MINT  OF  PRINCE  NICHOLAS  ZRINSKI 


by  Edgar  Fabry , Zagreb , Yugoslavia 
( Reprinted  by  -permission  of  THE  TRUMPETER  Editor) 

In  the  year  1346  King  Louis  I of  Hungary  (1342-1382)  came  with  a mighty 
army  to  the  city  of  Zadar  to  liberate  it  from  the  Venetians  but  by  a 
careless  battle  plan  was  defeated.  In  the  following  year,  1347,  in 
order  to  secure  his  established  position  around  Zadar,  he  made  an 
agreement  with  the  Princes  Subici,  who  gave  up  to  him  their  fortress 
city  of  Ostrovica.  He  in  turn  gave  them  large  possessions  and  the 
city  of  Zrin  in  northern  Croatia  and  Slavonia. 

The  center  of  their  new  possessions  was  located  in  the  valley  of  the 
Trgovska  Gora  mountains  in  the  north,  where  most  families  lived  - in 
the  bedrock  of  the  Zrin  fortress,  and  also  known  as  Samarica,  and  to 
the  south  by  Ljubije.  In  this  newly  occupied  territory  were  rich  de- 
posits of  minerals,  and  it  is  most  likely  the  Romans  in  earlier  cen- 
turies made  use  of  these  rich  minerals.  Peter  Zrinski  (1435-1493), 
aware  of  these  deposits  asked  King  Matthew  I (1458-1490)  to  give  him 
the  privilege  of  its  mineral  rights.  The  king  granted  the  request 
in  a declaration  of  3 March  1463  that  Peter  and  his  successors  were 
allowed  to  mine  in  their  territories  be  it  gold,  silver,  copper  and 
any  other  minerals,  enjoying  all  the  benefits  of  their  endeavors. 

Peter  was  killed  in  the  catastrophic  battle  of  the  Croatian  forces  in 
1493  at  Krbava  against  the  Turks  led  by  Jakub  Pasha.  Whether  Peter 
used  these  mentioned  rights  in  the  30  years  prior  to  his  untimely 
death  is  not  known.  It  is  not  until  1488  that  mention  of  the  fortress 
of  Gvozd  is  presumed  built  to  protect  the  rich  minerals  from  Turkish 
penetrations.  These  minerals  consisted  of  iron,  copper  and  lead,  the 
lead  was  86%  and  silver  5%.  The  silver  in  the  15th  century  was  very 
dear  and  labor  very  cheap.  In  fact  the  land  tenants  worked  for 
nothing.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  manufacturing  of  silver 
brought  a big  income  for  the  land  owners  who  had  mines. 

Peter's  son  and  successor,  Nicholas  III  Zrinski  (1493-1534)  developed 
the  mining  industry  especially  in  places  such  as  Majdan  in  the  south 
and  Ljeskovac  in  the  northern  part  of  Gvozdanski . It  is  most  certain 
that  these  mining  projects  reaped  large  incomes  and  profits  because 
in  the  year  1524,  the  Austrian  Archduke  Ferdinand  was  very  interested 
in  forcing  Nicholas  III  to  make  an  agreement  in  Vienna  in  which  he  had 

to  give  to  the  Archduke  the  mines  around  Gvozdanski  and  he  in  turn  gave 

to  Zrinski  the  city  of  Pazin  in  Istria.  But  due  to  the  invasion  of 

the  Turks,  who  penetrated  right  to  the  river  Una,  this  agreement  was 

never  enforced.  The  negotiations  continued  after  1 January  1527  when 
the  Croatians  chose  Ferdinand  as  their  king.  It  is  at  this  time  that 
Zrinski  informed  the  king  about  his  mines  having  brought  him  about 
30,000  ducats  annually  in  income.  How  much  silver  did  Zrinski  receive 
from  mining  is  not  known  for  certain. 

In  1928  the  Hungarian  numismatist  Jescensky  revealed  a Denar  of  King 
Louis  II  from  the  year  1521  on  which  the  reverse  has  the  Zrinski  coat 
of  arms  - two  wings  on  a shield.  Louis  II  was  a very  weak  ruler.  As 
a minor  he  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his  father  Vladislav,  which  was 
poor,  the  state  Treasury  empty,  large  debts  and  unhappy  lords  always 
revolting.  Some  of  these  nobles  received  permission  to  mint  their 
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own  coins.  Whether  Zrinski  received  this  minting  permission  also  is 
not  known  and  cannot  be  documented.  But  the  mentioned  Denar  of  1521, 
which  totally  resembles  the  royal  mint's  workmanship,  points  to  the 
fact  that  he  received  that  permission. 


With  all  the  data  available,  Zrinski  already  in  1521  had  his  own  mint, 

equipped  like  any  other  mint  in  Europe  at  that  time.  Everything  was 

done  by  hand,  with  various  instruments  i.e.  moulds/dies,  hammers, 
scissors,  plyers,  cleaning  compounds  for  copper  and  silver:  coal, 
ammonia,  oils  ets  - to  accomplish  the  final  product.  For  each  type 

of  coin  there  was  a need  for  two  dies,  most  often  by  the  goldsmiths. 

The  appearance  of  the  coin,  beautiful  or  less,  showed  what  skills  the 
man  had  who  made  the  die.  There  is  a nice  number  of  coins  of  Nicholas 
Zrinski  from  1526  in  existence.  They  are  all  well  made  coins  which  is 
proof  that  Zrinski  had  exceptional  master  engravers  in  his  employ. 

The  14  known  varieties  (and  there  were  many  more  not  known  to  us)  serve 
as  proof  that  in  Gvozdansk  in  1526  that  many  coins  were  minted.  In 
those  days  there  wasn't  the  knowledge  and  opportunity  to  make  dies  of 
hard  steel  like  today,  so  by  hammering  many  cracked  and  fell  apart  soon. 
For  this  reason  the  mint  had  to  have  a large  number  of  dies  in  stock 
in  order  not  to  interrupt  the  minting  process.  Good  die  engravers 
knew  how  to  preserve  their  technique  and  the  prescribed  appearance  of 
the  coins,  which  is  shown  in  the  styling  of  the  individual  lettering 
and  coat-of-arms.  The  Denars  of  Zrinski  from  1521  and  1526  were  made 
of  good  silver  and  the  purity  agrees  with  the  older  mintings,  i.e. 
MONETA  ANTIQUA. 


Products  of  Prince  Zrinski’ s mint 

In  the  year  1527  Nicholas  Zrinski  minted 
beautiful  solid  coins  in  his  mint  in  two 
sizes:  Groschen  and  wide  Groschen.  Ni- 
colas' Groschen  in  size  and  weight  cor- 
responded to  the  groschen  of  Louis  II 
= size  25  mm.,  weight  2.5  grams  for  the 
Groschen.  And  the  wide  Groschen  was  29  mm. 
with  a weight  of  11.8  grams.  It  is  most 
how  Zrinski  could  mint  those  coins  with^ 
out  any  mention  of  the  contemporary 
ruler  of  Hungary  nor  his  coat-of-arms, 
but  on  its  face  was  placed  Zrinski 's 
portrait  and  on  reverse  his  coat-of-arms.  However,  with  these  coins 
he  is  not  claiming  to  be  ruler,  because  the  legend  around  his  bust 
states  DOMINVS  ADV(adiutur)  ET  PROTC(protector)  MEVS  and  on  the 
reverse  MONETA  NICOLAI  COMITIS  ZRINI.  It  is  not  known  whether  Fer- 
dinand gave  Nicholas  permission  to  mint  these  coins  or  whether  he  was 
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minting  on  the  grounds  of  his  right  which  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed 
in  the  past.  There  is  also  the  possibility  that  Zrinski  could  mint 
those  coins  because  Ferdinand  I could  not  take  over  total  rule  of 
Croatia  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign  and  with  it  the  control  of  a 
private  mint,  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  in  later  years. 

On  20  July  1520  Ferdinand  I sent  to  the  mint  in  Gvozdansk  a minter  and 
supervisor,  Sebastian  Rieder,  in  order  to  supervise  Zrinski 's  mint. 

He  kept  very  secure  inventory  and  supervised  the  making  of  dies  - 
keeping  them  under  lock  and  key,  and  seeing  that  there  were  plenty  of 
ready  dies  in  stock.  Care  was  taken  to  see  that  there  was  plenty  of 
silver  in  the  form  of  mint  plates  also.  The  other  manual  labor  was 
done  by  other  mint  employees. 

The  mint  existed  in  Gvozdansk  for  over  10  years  and  minted  beautiful 
coins:  1521  and  1526  denars;  in  1527  groschen  and  wide  groschen.  That 
there  were  experts  working  in  the  mint  is  proven  in  the  fact  that  coins 
of  those  times  were  so  perfect,  especially  with  the  portrait  of  Ni*- 
colas  Zrinski  on  them. 


In  comparing  the  Denars  of  the  Gvozdansk  mint,  it  is  very  obvious  the 
Madonna  image  was  the  same  on  all  coins,  the  head,  the  dress  and  trim 
and  the  placing  of  her  left  hand.  Such  a well  designed  Madonna  can 
not  be  found  on  Denars  minted  by  Jatijas  Korvin,  Vladislav  II  or  Louis 
II.  This  Madonna  can  only  be  found  on  coins  of  the  mint  of  Gvozdansk, 
done  by  the  able  and  dedicated  Sebastian  Rieder  who  was  sent  there  from 
Vienna  by  Ferdinand,,  The  proof  of  his  work  can  be  had  on  the  coins  of 
Nicholas  Zrinski  in  1533  with  the  initials  on  reverse  of  Rieder,  S-R. 
Among  other  things  of  note  on  this  taler  by  Rieder  is  the  use  of  the 
Three  Leafed  Clover  a few  times,  and  twice  with  a Five  Leafed  Clover, 
while  on  the  reverse  side  is  placed  a Three  Leafed  Clover  at  the  end 
of  the  legend. 

King  Ferdinand  I in  his  order  of  20  July  1530  wanted  the  coat-of-arms 
changed  on  the  coins  of  Zrinski.  Zrinski  had  under  King  Louis  II  min- 
ted coins,  denars  with  his  coat-of-arms  under  the  portrait  of  the 
Madonna.  But  Ferdinand  was  not  in  agreement  with  this  practice  and  he 
personally  instructed  the  mint  master  Rieder  how  to  mark  those  coins. 

It  is  from  that  time  that  Sebastian  Rieder 
placed  on  the  Denars  of  Zrinski  the  initials 
according  to  instructions  of  Ferdinand  as 
Zrinski  was  called  by  him,  i.e.  Nicholas 
Graf  von  Seryn.  It  is  on  this  occasion  that 
the  three  variants  were  formed  on  these  coins: 
N-S,  N.S.,  and  NS. 

The  mint  factory  of  Gvozdansk  did  not  ope-- 
1529,  while  the  silver  mine  was  in  contin- 
uous operation. 


Ferdinand  -personally 
dictated  this  design 


rate  in  the  years  1528  and 


*********************************************************************** 


AXE  MONEY 


Axe  Money  is  the  common  name  given  to  a crude  copper  currency  in  the 
shape  of  the  head  of  a hand  axe  used  by  the  pre-Columbian  Mexican  Indians 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

IS  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

KUWAIT:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y8  - C to  1391 

X (1385,  1389,  1390);  Y9  - 1382;  Y10  - 1382;  Yll  - 1382;  Y12  - 1382; 

Y13  - 1382. 

LAOS:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

LATVIA:  Y2  - CX  (1928);  Y3  - 1922  w/o  name;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C; 

Y7  - C;  Y10  - 1937. 

LEBANON:  Y3  - C;  Y4.1  - C;  Y4.2  - C;  Y5  - 1936;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y10  - 

1933,  1936;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - 

C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - 

C;  Y26  - CX  (1970);  Y27  - CX  (1969) V28  - OT(1970,  1975);  Y29  - C; 

Y30  - C. 

LESOTHO:  H-4  - C. 

LIBERIA:  Y9  - C;  Y9a  - C;  Y10  - C;  YlOa  - C;  Ylla  - C;  Y12  - 1960, 

1961,  1968S;  Y13  - 1960,  1961,  1968,  1972D;  Y14  - 1961;  Y14a  - 1966, 
1968;  YTF^  1960;  Y15a  - 1966,  T96^S;"TiF'-  C;  Y16a  - 1966,  1968S; 

Y17  - 1962;  Y17a  - 1968L. 

LIBYA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C; 
Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C. 

LITHUANIA:  Y3  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y14  - C. 

LUNDY:  Y2  - C. 

LUXEMBOURG:  Y1  - 1901,  1908;  Y6  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  Y13  - 

1918;  Yl4~-  1919;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - 1924,  1928;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C; 

Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27a  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1947;  Y30a  - C to 

1972  X (1968);  Y31  - 1946;  Y32  - C;  Y32a  - C to  1964  X (1955);  Y36  - C; 

Y37  - C;  Y41  - C to  1980  X (1970,  1973,  1976,  1977);  Y42  - 1971;  Y43  - 
1971,  1974,  1976. 


MACAO:  Y1  - C;  Yla  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y2a  - 1967;  Y3  - C;  Y3a  - 1973;  Y4  -C; 

Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1968. 


MADAGASCAR:  Y1  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

Malagasy  kepublic:  Y1  - 1965;  Y2  ~ 1965;  Y3  - 1965,  1968;  Y13a  - 1978; 
Y14a  - 1978. 


MADEIRA:  Y2  - 1852. 

MALAWI:  Y1  - 1964;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y6  - 1967;  Y8  - 1973; 

YTO'  - 1971;  Y12  - 1971. 

MALAYSI A/Straits  Settlements:  Y2  - 1845  no  WW;  Y7a  - 1898;  Y9a  - 1897, 

1901;  Y13  - 1891 ; Y14  - 1891;  Y15  - 1899;  Y19  - 1903;  Y21  - 1910;  Y24  - 

1908;  Y26  - 1907;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1919,  1920;  Y31  - C; 

Y34  - 1926.  1927:  Y36  - 1920  cross,  1921.  (Continued  next  month). 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

A HANDBOOK  OF  ISLAMIC  COINS 3 by  Michael  Broome,  x + 230pp,  with  365 
coin  illustrations  each  1^  times  actual  size,  and  nine  maps  of  mint 
places  drawn  by  Terry  Hardaker.  5%"  x 8V,  1985.  Published  by  Seaby 
(London)  and  distributed  by  B.  T.  Batsford  Ltd.  (London  and  their 
agents  in  the  USA).  $45.00. 

This  new  work  is  an  introduction  to  the  coinages  of  the  Near  and  Mid- 
dle East  issued  by  the  various  dynasties  that  arose  after  the  Hegira. 
The  Islamic  coinages  of  India  and  South  Asia  have  been  excluded. 

The  organization  of  the  work  into  seven  chapters  is  excellent  and 
facts  abound  in  the  historical  summary  of  the  changes  that  are  rele- 
vant to  the  study  of  the  coinage.  As  expected,  but  not  often  found 
in  a "handbook",  the  superbly  printed  coin  illustrations  are  inter- 
spersed with  informative  commentary  alongside  the  historical  data. 
This  is  an  ideal  arrangement  especially  since  the  text  is  highly 
readable . 

The  well  drawn  maps  show  mint  place  names  of  the  various  dynasties 
and  form  a valuable  supplement,  as  does  the  bibliography  related  to 
each  chapter. 

The  author  was  inspired  in  his  selection  of  the  attractive  illus- 
tration of  the  marvellous  silver  dinar  of  Majd  al-dawla  abu  Talib 
Rustam  struck  in  Rayy,  387H  (which  created  such  a stir  when  sold  at 
auction  in  London  in  April  1984),  for  the  front  and  back  of  the  book- 
jacket. 

The  author,  Michael  Broome  (who  is  secretary  general  of  the  Oriental 
Numismatic  Society),  has  written  an  essential  work  which  will  be  a 
companion  volume  to  the  encyclopaedic  and  profusely  illustrated  work 
by  Michael  Mitchiner,  THE  WORLD  OF  ISLAM , and  ISLAMIC  COINS  (with  ac- 
companying slides)  by  Michael  Bates. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 


COINS  OF  CANADA  1985  (6th)  EDITION by  J . A.  Haxby  and  R.  C.  Willey. 
Edited  by  D.  Wainwright.  Soft  cover.  Available  from:  Unitrade 

Press,  127  Cartwright  Ave.  , Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M6A  1V4.  $4.95 

postpaid  (Canadian  funds). 

The  1985  edition  of  this  catalogue  features  an  editorial  and  pricing 
committee  consisting  of  Brian  Cornwell,  A.  Kossman,  C.  Moore  and  E. 
Solski.  This  edition  has  been  completely  reset  in  a new  and  larger 
format.  Many  new  illustrations  have  been  added.  Listings  and  data 
(especially  on  grading,  gold  coins,  mint  sets  and  paper  money)  have 
been  expanded. 

There  are  completely  new  sections  on  specimen  sets  (from  1858  to 
1976),  playing  card  money,  bullion  guides  for  common  silver  and  gold 
coins  and  a glossary  of  numismatic  terms.  The  authors  have  correct- 
ed some  minor  errors  found  in  past  editions  and  added  data  which 
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have  become  available  in  recent  years. 

Decimal  coinages  of  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  are  now  separated  from  the  tokens  and  colonial 
issues  of  those  provinces.  These  provincial  decimal  issues  are  found 
in  the  sections  following  the  Canadian  decimal  issues. 

The  latest  retail  values  (usually  in  7 grades)  are  given  for  decimal 
coins  and  for  colonial  issues  (usually  in  5 grades).  Mintage  figures 
and  historical  background  are  given  for  decimal  and  token  issues. 
Grading  characteristics  are  given  for  each  decimal  type.  Major  die 
varieties  are  listed  and  often  illustrated.  There  is  also  a section 
on  collectors'  sets  and  coins  with  valuations  and  mintages.  Precon- 
federation colonial  tokens  (which  circulated  as  money)  are  catalogued 
by  province  and  territory  in  a separate  section.  The  coinage  of  the 
French  regime  is  also  listed. 

The  section  of  paper  money  has  been  expanded  and  covers  Dominion  of 
Canada  (1867-1935)  and  Bank  of  Canada  (1935  to  date)  issues.  Both 
sides  of  all  type  notes  are  illustrated  (as  are  major  varieties). 
Valuations  are  given  in  up  to  6 grades  for  the  various  varieties 
and  signatures. 

A 14-page  introductory  section  offers  useful  background  data  on  his- 
torical background,  mints,  mintmarks,  mintages,  varieties,  die  manu- 
facturing, commemorati ves , condition,  grading,  rarity  and  value. 

This  is  an  excellent  book  which  has  been  written  by  two  of  Canada's 
leading  numismatists.  It  is  full  of  interesting  facts  and  recommend- 
ed to  all  collectors  who  are  interested  in  Canadian  issues. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************* 
CHILE  , 100  PESOS  1981 


John  DeMarais } Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1539 

The  government  of  Chile  has  issued  a 100-peso  coin  to  replace  banknotes 
of  the  same  denomination.  The  coin  is  aluminum-bronze,  is  27mm  in  diam- 
eter, and  has  a lettered  edge  bearing  the  enigmatic  national  motto  "POR 
LA  RAZON  0 LA  FUERZA" . The  obverse- bears  the  supported  national  arms 
that  has  been  used  as  a reverse  type  on  much  Chilean  gold  coinage.  The 
reverse  has  the  value  and  date  within  an  open  wreath. 

This  coin  was  released  in  1984  although  it  is  dated  1981.  I do  not 
know  if  this  coin  was  struck  earlier  and  not  released  until  now  or 
whether  the  Chilean  mint  is  beginning  all  new  denominations  in  this 
issue  with  the  date  1981  without  regard  to  when  they  were  struck.  The 
one-peso  coin  released  about  a year  ago  also  bore  a 1981  date.  This 
is  just  another  little  numismatic  mystery. 

*********************************************************************** 


COPPERHEADS  is  a term  sometime  given  to  the  privately  issued  pieces 
that  circulated  during  the  American  Civil  War. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Charles  A.  Robbins,  P.  0.  Box  4305,  Meridian,  MS  39304  (Ph  601-485-5923): 
WANTED:  Any  and  all  information  on  Venezuelan  leprosorium  tokens  and 

banknotes.  I already  have  Stohr,  Garriga  and  Rosenman's  books.  Does  * 
anyone  in  the  known  universe  have  a 1/2  Bolivares  note?  Photos,  inform- 
ation, rumors  or  psychic  revelations  welcome. 


Dr.  Alan  York,  Number  One  Main  St.,  East  Hampton,  N.Y.  11937:  I am  look- 

ing for  information  about  USA  Prisoner  of  War  chits  and  paper  tokens  of 
the  World  War  2 period  from  New  York  State,  especially  those  issued  at 
Fort  Ontario,  Fort  Oswego,  Watertown  and  Pine  Camp.  Can  anyone  confirm 
the  existence  of  these  items  from  the  first  three  camps?  If  so,  I 
should  be  grateful  for  a photocopy.  I have  for  trade  some  of  these 
POW  scrip  items  for  trade  for  similar  ones  from  the  USA,  England,  Canada, 
India,  Isle  of  Man,  Australia,  France,  etc.  I would  be  grateful  for 
correspondence  with  anyone  knowledgeable  on  the  subject.  All  corres- 
pondence acknowledged  at  once  with  thanks. 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  15113,  Seattle,  WA  98115:  WANTED  - will  swap 

or  buy:  Scott  Cordry  Pricelists  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66  and  67. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2536  S.  Hydraulic  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  fol- 
lowing information  on  YT-1  British  Trade  Dollars  Silver  and  Private 
minted  in  gold  issues.  Mint  Mark  Raised  B,  incuse  B punched  off  cen- 
ter, incuse  C punched  on  shield  rim,  off  rim.  Waves  description  under  i 
ship  blank,  1,  4,  5,  6V7  wave  lines,  thick,  thin,  broken,  etc.  Flag  ' 
types,  full  mediun,  vague.  Waves  left  of  shield  blank  3,  4 lines. 

Wave  line  description  both  sides  of  trident  shaft  under  full  mast  ship. 
Ship  type,  full  struck  mediun,  vague. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 
members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Com- 
mittee, P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 


*********************************************************************** 

BINGLE  is  a term  applied  to  the  tokens  issued  by  the  United  States 
Goverment  for  use  by  the  colonists  in  the  Matanuska  Valley,  Alaska, 
colonization  project  in  1935. 

****** ********************************** ****** ******** ***************** 


FINAL  REST:  Did  you  know  that  Neil  G.  Monro,  author  of  COINS  OF  JAPAN  3 

is  buried  in  a cemetery  called  GAIJIN  B0CHI  (cemetery  for  foreigners) 
in  Yokohama,  Japan.  (From  Mike  Jones 3 from  his  JCC  #6  issue) 

*********************************************************************** 


EXTENDED  FAMILY,  ROMAN  STYLE:  The  consecutive  Emperors  Trajan,  Hadrian, 

Antoninus  Pius  and  Marcus  Aurelius  (98-180  AD)  were  all  adopted  sons 
of  their  predecessors . 
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